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THE OCEAN

4HE�%ARTH�HAS�ONE�BIG�CONNECTED�OCEAN��YET�THERE�ARE�MANY�OCEAN�BASINS��SUCH�AS�
THE�!TLANTIC��0ACIlC��)NDIAN��!RCTIC�AND�3OUTHERN�

4HE�OCEAN�COVERS�ABOUT�����OF�THE�PLANET�S�SURFACE�MAKING�OURS�A�WATER�WORLD�

-OST�OF�THE�%ARTH�S�WATER�����	�IS�IN�THE�OCEAN�

!LL�WATER�ON�%ARTH�IS�CONNECTED���7ATER�EVAPORATES�FROM�THE�EARTH�S�SURFACE��FALLS�
AS�PRECIPITATION��RAIN��SNOW��SLEET��ETC�	�ONTO�THE�LAND�AND�OCEAN��AND�RETURNS�TO�THE�
OCEAN�AS�RIVER�RUNOFF�AND�GROUNDWATER��UNDERGROUND	�mOW���4HIS�EXCHANGE�OF�WA
TER�IS�KNOWN�AS�THE�HYDROLOGIC�CYCLE���

!LTHOUGH�THE�OCEAN�IS�LARGE��IT�IS�lNITE�AND�RESOURCES�ARE�LIMITED�

4HE�OCEAN�AFFECTS�EVERY�HUMAN�LIFE���)T�SUPPLIES�FRESHWATER��MOST�RAIN�COMES�FROM�
THE�OCEAN	�AND�NEARLY�ALL�%ARTH�S�OXYGEN��

4HE�OCEAN�INmUENCES�OUR�PLANET�S�WEATHER�AND�CLIMATE�AND�AFFECTS�HUMAN�HEALTH�

4HE�lRST�LIFE�IS�THOUGHT�TO�HAVE�STARTED�IN�THE�OCEAN���4HE�EARLIEST�EVIDENCE�OF�LIFE�IS�
FOUND�IN�THE�OCEAN�

/CEAN�LIFE�RANGES�IN�SIZE�FROM�THE�SMALLEST�VIRUS�TO�THE�LARGEST�ANIMAL�THAT�HAS�LIVED�
ON�%ARTH��THE�BLUE�WHALE�

%STUARIES�ARE�COASTAL�AREAS�WHERE�FRESHWATER�AND�SALTWATER�INTERMINGLE���%STUARIES�PRO
VIDE�IMPORTANT�AND�PRODUCTIVE�NURSERY�AREAS�FOR�MANY�MARINE�AND�AQUATIC�SPECIES�

&ROM�THE�OCEAN�WE�GET�FOODS��MEDICINES��AS�WELL�AS�MINERAL�AND�ENERGY�RESOURCES���
4HE�OCEAN�PROVIDES�JOBS��SERVES�AS�A�HIGHWAY�FOR�TRANSPORTATION�OF�GOODS�AND�
PEOPLE��AND�PLAYS�AN�IMPORTANT�ROLE�IN�NATIONAL�SECURITY�

-UCH�OF�THE�WORLD�S�POPULATION�LIVES�IN�COASTAL�AREAS���!ND��COASTAL�REGIONS�ARE�SUS
CEPTIBLE�TO�NATURAL�HAZARDS�SUCH�AS�TSUNAMIS��HURRICANES��CYCLONES��SEA�LEVEL�CHANGE��
AND�STORM�SURGE�

,ET�S�LEARN�ABOUT�THE�OCEAN�AND�WHY�IT�S�SO�IMPORTANT�


